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Region IV, Chief Elected Officials 

Virtual Meeting Via Zoom or Phone 

To join meeting by phone, dial: (346) 248-7799, then enter Meeting ID: 834 5932 3803 

To join meeting online via Zoom, go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83459323803 

Friday, June 11, 2021 at 11:00 a.m. (MDT) 

 MEETING MINUTES 

I. Call to Order 

a. Mayor Miyagishima called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m.   

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

a. Mayor Miyagishima asked everyone to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Welcome, Introductions, Roll Call, and Abstentions 

a. Mayor Miyagishima asked Ms. Longovia to combine introductions with roll call and 
abstentions of members. There were no abstentions. 

Present: Absent: 
Commissioner Manuel Anaya Vice Chapter President Jeremiah Apachito 
City Councilor Irene Galvan Trustee Carlos Arzabal 
Commissioner Anita A. Hand Mayor Richard Bauch 
Mayor Pro Tem Gordy Hicks Mayor Chon Fierro 
Mayor Benny Jasso Mayor Rulene Jensen 
Commissioner Art Malott Mayor Hilda Kellar 
Mayor Miyagishima Mayor Ken Ladner 
Commissioner Jim Paxon Mayor Andy Nuñez 
Mayor Javier Perea Commissioner Chris Ponce 
Mayor Richard Rumph Mayor Ed Stevens 
Mayor Esequiel Salas Mayor Deb Stubblefield 
Commissioner Manny Sanchez Mayor Edna Trager 
Commissioner Linda Smrkovsky 
Mayor Diana Trujillo 
Mayor Sandra Whitehead 
   

 Staff: Guests: 
Jay Armijo, SCCOG Executive Director Yvette Bayless 
Skylar Arnold, Fiscal Administrator Concha Cordova 
Steve Duran, WIOA Administrator Mary Gandara 
Angela Longovia, Communications Manager Darleen Lopez 
Krisye Shook, Program Specialist Annette Montoya 
Jaymi Simms, Program Manager Cindy Quillin 
 Eric Rivera 
 Mike Stone 
 Xochitl Villanueva 

IV. Public Comment      

a. Mayor Miyagishima announced it is Ms. Longovia’s birthday 
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V. Approval of Agenda 

a. Approval of the agenda includes approval of the Consent Agenda Items. Mayor Pro Tem 
Hicks made a motion to approve the agenda; seconded by Mayor Trujillo. There were no 
nays or abstentions. All members present voted in the affirmative. 

Consent Agenda Items – (These items were approved when the agenda was approved) 

a. *Approval of the March 13, 2021 meeting minutes 

b. *Approval of the April 30, 2021 special meeting minutes 

c. *Approval of the May 7, 2021 special meeting minutes 

d. *Resolution 20 – 32 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 

approve the Policy Committee’s recommendation to amend the Customized Training Policy 

No. 19 – 01 

e. *Resolution 20 – 33 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 

approve the Policy Committee’s recommendation to amend the Required Information in 

Communications Policy No. 19 – 02 

f. *Resolution 20 – 34 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 
approve an amendment to Contract PY20-WIOA-03 between the Southwestern Area 
Workforce Development Board and Alamo Navajo School Board for Youth services, and 
authorizes the chair or vice-chair to sign the agreement 

g. *Resolution 20 – 35 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 
approve an amendment to Contract PY20-WIOA-06 between the Southwestern Area 
Workforce Development and Youth Development, Inc. for Youth services, and authorizes the 
chair or vice-chair to sign the agreement 

h. *Resolution 20 – 36 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 
amend the PY20 Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board Budget 

i. *Resolution 20 – 37 concurs with the Southwestern Area Workforce Development Board to 
approve amendment to Contract PY20-WIOA-04 between the Southwestern Area Workforce 
Development and Arbor E&T, LLC dba ResCare Workforce Services,  now Equus, or One-
stop Operator services, and authorizes the chair or vice-chair to sign the agreement 

j. *Resolution 20 – 38 approves the Open Meetings Act Resolution for July 1, 2021 through 
June 30, 2022 

VI. Discussion, Consideration and Possible Action Regarding 

a. Resolution 20 – 39 accepts the Independent Auditor’s Report for the period of July 1, 2019 
through June 30, 2020. Ms. Arnold, the Fiscal Administrator, introduced Mr. Mike Stone with 
Stone, McGee & Co. who performed the audit. Mr. Stone stated that they have an 
unmodified opinion on the financial statements and compliance to federal regulations related 
to the WIOA program which is as high an opinion as an auditor can give. They have no 
comments related to functioning and internal controls. This is a nice clean audit report. Mr. 
Stone stated he had some concerns with the change in staff, but it went smoothly. The 
financial statements presented are in accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

Mayor Kellar and Mayor Trager joined the meeting during this report. Commissioner Anaya 
made a motion to approve Resolution 20 – 39; seconded by Mayor Jasso. Motion 
carried unanimously. Roll call vote was as follows: 

Commissioner Manuel Anaya – Yes  Mayor Javier Perea – Yes  
City Councilor Irene Galvan – Yes  Mayor Richard Rumpf – Yes  
Commissioner Anita A. Hand – Yes Mayor Esequiel Salas – Yes 
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Mayor Pro Tem Gordy Hicks – Yes Commissioner Manny Sanchez – Yes  
Mayor Benny Jasso – Yes Commissioner Linda Smrkovsky – Yes 
Mayor Hilda Kellar – Yes  Mayor Edna Trager – Yes 
Commissioner Art Malott – Yes  Mayor Diana Trujillo – Yes  
Mayor Ken Miyagishima – Yes Mayor Sandra Whitehead – Yes  
Commissioner Jim Paxon – Yes    

Mayor Ken Ladner joined the meeting after the roll call vote. 

b. Resolution 20 – 40 approves a government-to-government contract agreement between the 
Chief Elected Officials and the South Central Council of Governments to provide fiscal agent 
services from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022, and authorizes the CEO Chair or Vice-Chair to 
sign the agreement. Mr. Duran shared that this contract is not to exceed $200,000.00 and 
that amount has not changed from the previous year. The scope of work in the contract 
provides for general and specific fiscal agent services to provide the processing of payments 
and invoicing, accounting and reporting services consistent with federal, state, and local 
regulations, as well as monitoring sub-recipient contracts. In addition, it also provides 
monitoring services for sub-recipient contracts, processing tax forms, providing information 
to the independent auditor, and other items as stated in the scope of work. Mayor Perea 
made a motion to approve Resolution 20 – 40; seconded by Mayor Trujillo. Motion 
carried unanimously. Roll call vote was as follows: 

Commissioner Manuel Anaya – Yes  Commissioner Jim Paxon – Yes  
City Councilor Irene Galvan – Yes  Mayor Javier Perea – Yes  
Commissioner Anita A. Hand – Yes Mayor Richard Rumpf – Yes 
Mayor Pro Tem Gordy Hicks – Yes Mayor Esequiel Salas – Yes  
Mayor Benny Jasso – Yes Commissioner Manny Sanchez – Yes 
Mayor Hilda Kellar – Yes  Commissioner Linda Smrkovsky – Yes 
Mayor Ken Ladner – Yes  Mayor Edna Trager – Yes  
Commissioner Art Malott – Yes Mayor Diana Trujillo – Yes  
Mayor Ken Miyagishima – Yes  Mayor Sandra Whitehead – Yes 

c. The approval of NMAC 11.2.4 by NM State Workforce Development Board and changes 
affecting the Chief Elected Officials Board Composition and Representation. Mr. Duran 
shared that this item was presented to provide the wishes of the Chief Elected Officials to not 
have NMAC 11.2.4 amended as proposed by the State Workforce Board and the 
Department of Workforce Solutions (DWS). The State Workforce Board took action to pass 
the NMAC that no longer permits mayors or the President of the Alamo Navajo Chapter to 
have a vote on the CEO Board, however, they will still have a seat to confer with their county 
representative. This will reduce the number of voting members from 27 to 7. Guidance has 
not been provided on how to move forward with this change. Mr. Duran suggested a process 
for recording recommendations from mayors and votes from commissioners by going 
alphabetically by county and asking for all the mayor for their recommendation, then for the 
commissioner’s vote. Then go to the next county. Chairman Miyagishima suggested another 
option of hearing all the recommendations first, then at the end, ask for the commissioners to 
vote. This way the commissioners can hear all comments and recommendations before 
voting. Mayor Salas said he likes the latter idea. Mayor Pro Tem Hicks voiced his concerns 
about the mayors not having a vote. Commissioner Sanchez stated he likes Mayor 
Miyagishima’s suggestion and added that the county’s success is dependent on the success 
of the municipalities. If there are any big decisions on the workforce board, he would like to 
reach out to the mayors to get their feedback. Commissioner Smrkovsky agreed with 
Commissioner Sanchez and stated that she does not know of any commissioners, mayors, 
councilors in our area that do not work together. 

Mr. Duran stated he can draft some rules and see what other changes they would like to 
make at the next meeting on June 24, 2021. We would like to have DWS review the draft. 
Commissioner Sanchez asked if we will need to vote for a new Chair at the next meeting. 
Mr. Duran replied we do not know if we will do that because we do not have any guidance 
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from DWS but we do know the NMAC is effective June 22, 2021. Mayor Pro Tem Hicks 
made a motion to support the changes made to the CEO composition; seconded by 
Commissioner Hand. All members present voted in the affirmative. There were no nays. 

d. Local Area Designation. 
Mr. Duran stated this is an update to the Local Area Designation which has been presented 
to the CEOs and the CEOs took action to communicate the issues with the process taken by 
the New Mexico State Workforce Development Board’s recommendation to the Governor to 
change the local workforce areas from four areas to two: a metro and rural area. At the last 
State Workforce Board meeting, the Transformation Committee Chair indicated that the 
Governor is still receiving additional information and has not yet made a decision. Mr. Duran 
showed the letter that was submitted to the Governor containing the concerns. 

VII. Reports and Information Items 

a. Financial Reports 
Ms. Arnold, the Fiscal Administrator, reported on the financial statements through April 30, 
2021. Ms. Arnold presented the balance sheet, statement of revenues, expenditures, and 
changes in fund balances. Ms. Arnold also showed the expenditures by fund and by county. 
Ms. Arnold stated that all the numbers under the Expenditures for Program Year 19/Fiscal 
Year 20 have been expended as of yesterday, June 10, 2021. 

Mr. Duran shared that under Expenditures for Program Year 20/Fiscal Year 21, those funds 
were received July 1, 2020 and we have 2 years to use them. We have a requirement to 
expend 40% of these funds by the end of March 31 of the program year. Funds will not get 
reverted, but the pandemic prevented us from meeting that requirement and now we have a 
much higher amount of funds we need to spend. We will be working with our service 
providers and the State to come up with an action plan to ensure we are monitoring our 
expenditures. 

Commissioner Sanchez stated that even during the pandemic, there was a need for 
workforce services and wanted to know why there is so much that was not spent. Mr. Duran 
stated that these expenditures do not show the activities that were done, but it does show 
that $3,588,873 was spent during the year. Mr. Duran asked Mr. Rivera with the Adult and 
Dislocated Worker program to provide some insight. Mr. Rivera stated that training 
opportunities were available, but those opportunities did not provide compensation to the 
level individuals received from their pandemic unemployment benefits. They also saw that 
people were scared to go back to work because of the pandemic. Ms. Cordova with the 
Youth program stated they had similar experiences. Not only were youth afraid to go to work, 
but parents were afraid to have their teen children go to work during the pandemic. Opening 
up and the change in the pandemic have created more opportunities to move forward with 
their services and the plans they had. Ms. Bayless, Project Director for the Adult and 
Dislocated Worker program added that one of the funding streams is Dislocated Worker. 
During the pandemic, many people were furloughed or had reduced hours which eliminated 
them from qualifying for the Dislocated Worker funds because they were not laid off. That 
made it difficult to expend those funds. 

Commissioner Smrkovsky stated that Luna County is totally opened up and they would 
always reach out to the youth program to hire summer youth. She wants to see an effort 
made to push that out. She wants to invite someone to attend their next County Commission 
meeting on July 8, 2021 to talk about the youth program. Commissioner Smrkovsky stated 
she would like to meet with Steve to see about setting up something on getting the word out 
to the community about the services available. 

Mr. Duran shared that the Department of Workforce Solutions is awaiting guidance on 
opening up the New Mexico Workforce Connection centers. Right now, they are open by 
appointment only. 
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b. Update from DWS Liaison – Christina Garcia-Tenorio 
Ms. Garcia-Tenorio informed staff she would be out of the office today and that another DWS 
staff person would provide information in her place. Neither Ms. Alonzo nor Mr. Aragon was 
present. 

VIII. Other 

a. Member Input 

i. No member input 

IX. Public Comment 

a. No public comment 

X. Next Meeting 

a. Joint CEO and SAWDB Meeting on Thursday, June 24, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. 

XI. Adjournment 

a. Commissioner Smrkovsky made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Commissioner Anaya. Motion carried unanimously. Roll call vote was as follows: 

Commissioner Manuel Anaya – Yes  Commissioner Jim Paxon – Yes  
City Councilor Irene Galvan – Yes  Mayor Javier Perea – Yes  
Commissioner Anita A. Hand – Yes Mayor Esequiel Salas – Yes 
Mayor Pro Tem Gordy Hicks – Yes Commissioner Manny Sanchez – Yes  
Mayor Benny Jasso – Yes Commissioner Linda Smrkovsky – Yes 
Mayor Hilda Kellar – Yes  Mayor Edna Trager – Yes 
Commissioner Art Malott – Yes  Mayor Diana Trujillo – Yes  
Mayor Ken Miyagishima – Yes Mayor Sandra Whitehead – Yes  

Mayor Miyagishima adjourned the meeting at 12:16 p.m.  

ATTESTED  

______________________________  _______________________   
            Date 

WIOA Title I programs and services, and the Region IV, Chief Elected Officials is an Equal Opportunity Employer and will 

make every effort to provide reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities who wish to attend a public meeting. 

Please provide notification at least five days before the meeting by calling (575) 744-4857.  

Relay New Mexico: 711 (Voice) or 1-800-659-8331 (TTY).   Funded by the U.S. Department of Labor. 

06/25/2021


